Kamathipura Sex Workers and Bollywood 



"When a man is out of a job and broke, he is flat on his back. His appetites, 
his desires cry out for satisfaction exactly as they did when he had money 
in his pockets to pay for satisfaction of these appetites and these desires." 
~ Women As Sex Vendors.... (2009). 

This article is focused on a true story of sex workers at red light areas of Mumbai. It is 
written on the request of NGOs, which are working for the prevention of HIV with the 
support of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India. It is mainly divided 
in two parts, Part-1 is written about 12 Bollywood movies, which made on the life of 
prostitutes and Part-2 is based on real life of Kamathipura based Sex Workers. 
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Since the time of 1924 in British era, Kamathipura has been catching the 
attention of Bollywood movies and all the stories related to there. This is 
the oldest red light district in Asia, where girls have been trafficked for 
prostitution straight from the poorest regions of India including 
Bangladesh. They are inebriated to serve customers by using their body 
as a sex machine with cultural armour of 'Sari, Sindur and Mangalsutra'. 


You may have a question that when our government can make metro rail 
and smart city kinds of huge investment projects, then why don't they 
shut the Red Light areas? As we all knew, right from the ancient time, 
many of social norms and institutions have been developed in 
accordance with our basic needs in different societies. The backbone of 
all of these is known as the institution of marriage, which play pivot role 
to maintain an ideal social structure. But in practical terms, this is also 
designed as per principles of economics in order to meet basic human 
needs. In simple words, the unequal proportion of demand and supply 
of sex and a conservative culture are the main factors behind the 
business of prostitution. Today it has visible presence across the world, 
hardly any place is leftover, where this stealthy business is not running. 

Part-2 

This story is based on journey of a social worker. By reading this, you will 
be able to recall a few of the above mentioned Bollywood Movies, those 
are engaged in business of selling the spicy stories of prostitutes, which 
hardly given a birth to any social workers or politicians, who can take-up 
issues of Red Light areas. Due to which the issues of their interest are 
covered for entertainments purpose only. 

This is not a usual story of a fancy model or actress born out of 
Kamathipura, but it belongs to a social worker, who completed her 
journey of 'Belgaum to Bombay' via this red light street of Kamathipura. 

Devita is the name of a sentimental girl, who was born in a remote 
village of Karnataka. Due to persistence of poverty in her family, she 
becomes a drop-out from primary school and forced to get married at 
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the age of 14. She happily bear the burnt of this ill-practice of her 
society by assuming it as her fortune like an ordinary Indian girl. In the 
next three years, she gave birth to three children and after the sudden 
demise of her husband, at the age of 20, she got trapped by a trafficking 
gang. 

Being a victim of trafficking due to the financial downturn of family, 
Devita itself sold out by her cousin sister based in Mumbai and she spent 
next 5 years as a slaved sex worker in a small dungeons dormitory of 
brothel. 

Millennium Year (2000) remembered for many good things as well as 
draw attention on some bad things. In the same year, when Devita was 
forced into prostitution, she started to earn ?3000 - ?5000 on daily basis, 
which used to taken away by landlady of brothel. And in return, she 
received an imprisoned life in a dungeons dormitory of brothel. It lasted 
for 5 years. And then one day with the help of a customer, she claimed 
for some part of her daily earnings and started to receive it. 

HIV Positive (AIDS) and Turning Point: 

Influenced by AIDS campaign during the monsoon season in 2006, a well 
to do customer offered HIV test to Devita (25) and her friend Shehnaz 
(17). Due to ignorance at that time, they were not aware about 
consequences of HIV infection. In the medical test, Shehnaz identified 
positive, Devita got negative and strict advice was given to them for 
using condoms. 

Shehnaz, who was infected with HIV, was thrown out from brothel and 
her health was deteriorating every day. Being forced by circumstance, 
Shehnaz, sustained her life for next few months by begging at the VT 
Railway Station in downtown. 

At that time, the greedy landlady of brothel had forced to all 25 girls 
living there for unprotected sex with customers. Due to which 4 of these 
girls also became victims of HIV infection and they had sent back to their 
native place by overnight. 
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This incident brought a turning point for Devita and she decided to leave 
prostitution forever and to work for helpless sex workers. Initially, she 
joined a local NGO as a volunteer. 

Devita said that in her 11 years old career of social work, she worked for 
empowerment of thousands of sex workers. She helps to group 
members for creating Identity card and opening bank account as well as 
in treatment of sexual health problem. In some cases, other than 
adoption process, she had also played an important role in admission in 
to orphanage of children born with unintended pregnancy. 

Further, she would like to make a shelter home for HIV-infected sex 
workers because she has discovered that no institution or government 
department is taking responsibility of the discarded sex workers in the 
event of sickness. In case of an accidental death or prolonged illness, no 
person or organization except the police can be seen at sight. 

Today, the modern communication technology and smart phones have 
completely changed the sex market of Mumbai. According to social 
troops deployed in these areas, approximately 85 to 90 percent of sex 
workers use WhatsApp and YouTube on their smart phones. Exploited by 
the pimps, some have learned to create their online profiles and share 
video clips at social media. Now days, they are financially literate and 99 
percent of the sex workers have got their own personal bank account i.e. 
opened with the help of local NGOs. 
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ch«HI<9lyi 


yy<y % 1 1924 # ysyf^yr yyrr^ryyr £r yfcfryy ftefr % 

o o o 

yRteRr cT^rr yyfr £ 3T# % fyry yrayy yytyur yyT^i y^r uflr^nr 

o 

yy yiy# yyRT yl^yrr ^ ^rrairr £ yyryy yfry y£?rr ^r yrrf yf 
yryf^yr ’Tir^-f^r^-^^ r^ - ^’ % yyry # arq^r yy^r yrr yyr yryyr trIW % yy ?f 
^y gt: yyr yy ynyy^ yrf qylyicft f i 

^T 3TR% # TrarRT 3TTcTT ^TT % ^RlfT m^F>'R ^ 3^ ^Tt fyt£r 

yyr TT^ctr ^ rft <?yr ytoT yrr ^ yyr y|T Wfr |? 3yy 1% ^y yry 

oTRcT f BTifr^Tor yt 3 ToW-31oRT BTBToT # JTcTOT 3TRcfT % 3^RTR ^R^T 

v C\ C\ o 

f^RTfr affy yry^rry *rf fi £ yynar ysrry f^r yy £■ yr % ary ypyr 
yyr an^t yryrfyryT yrywr ^T%y^i yy yy ^r f^ny yrt cfr ^ 

^yit ynycfm yyyyrf yrt qyr yyyf % fyy aRfenyy % fyrgTcrf yy yyy yyyfr fi 
army # y^r yt yryy # f^yy afty yyyrf yy arymry aRiw yrsrr ^yrtt 

yfeyT^r yryyr % yayy yyyw f i ary $ czrayny ^ferr % ytt 

y^r # %ctt ^ sitt^ $[ yrtf Wr yr^r yWr yyf ^r sity ytfr-f^r yyyr yr i 

#cr yy ctoy jj'<Rf #yyr yiy rr % to atty ftyrar c^rri #r 3yy f^Rfr rr^fr ^ i fyt 
<^<ri y>o> %-yryyyfr yry^rarf ^ aryfyt^r yy f^yyr ^ ofr "rr <HKci yryyyy ^ 

o o 

yyir^yr yy yfteiy yy^rpy yr hiv % ytyr-may % fyry yy£ 

yry^ f\ yyryy yit-i 3 w 3 ff ^r f^Mt yy y^fr yfote #r 12 yfqeiy 
yrt ?r I - afty yit 2 yyr toyr l^tydfi arqy ayinUH ^1 fyr ?hf % ai^r yrys: 
%foT^Tf^o-c^l sHHi: hindi.sudeshkumar.com yy chTI^Iqi y^tl 
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mt-i 

j'«hxtcj 3TT5T (1981) xrarr rsift xr?fr$T%f e^irr sretfx^cT % to 3fr 

STRctRT WT # TO SHTsfll^TI 31%%% % ?ftTO %t 5%71T % f%33=T %T 

to ore%T % ^ foTrr aranrarr 1%Rr oiTcTT 3ftx f%x 3xi% Rftxfr s^rrr 3 % 

%t& qr %T f%TT 3HXTT |f I 

%fr-%fr Trq%-Trq% (2001): *jf to arflif^r, w 3 %t 3 %to %fxt %T 

00 o 

oft 3i *Hcr) 'H^cHlrl % k ,c h f%-{-ldl<H c^Mfrrl %t HI ■id XR^t % 3c^el % 33[% 

xttr %^%t^%%I?i %f%R %%xfr % gttf %% 

sic^cH olTcfr |? olsj 3F 3 ih<tI ^LsJ di % cTOt 3ttT cHI$M"> HIcLo-k % foHT JH!c|<r|l3ft 3ltT 

o 

xtr% % £rar % %xrcfr oTTcfr^i 

^Toft 'H'H'cl'R (2002) f%33=T % Fit %Xfr XTOff % TOTcX f%Xfr %tt 31FT Xt 

O 

3TRfT TO %FXT c|%T 3flT 3X1% 5RTT31 qit^R % XTO% %T ^1 % %TdT 

Xt3R[R% 3raXR%T rleTT^r %3%t ?T^T%T 3%T TO%^I 

zn%r (2003): rf f%RT 3 rr %% % ?rr% % ^nrr % Hwifc^i §tr^rt rIxXw 
3T%%% % £f%f%<n 3%t 3eTlTOR % 3jt qi RRRTT RRT ^ I %fr <^T<% 3TTRf%F 
%T3RT% %T 3X 3RTXRUT 3Rcfr ^ f%T 3R ^3RTt XT%t% XTtR RRt XRTRT, 

O 

%elXt 3ttl 5lf%dX1 ffR'cRl % TORT 3TORT f%RT oTTcfT ^ I 3%T f%I 31R% xfrcTR 

O x 

% %Xt % RcRlT <%t % f%T f^TO TRtT ^FT ffeTZJH' 3R% (? I 

xrtofr (2003) TO jrf^FTT %FXT R%X %% % 3TOt f%F% % XRRT f%3TtXT%t % 
%xfr ^ f%xr% 3R% anxT-w % crtarf %r ^rarrf%T ^FXcfr ^i ^rf %^xr 
g%xt % arq% ^ ^ ^tcrx % xitr w %^xr aftx R3raxr ^xfr^RTcx 
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f^srrarr ^rarr ^ Fft % 3 M ftoqff 3rt fer 'f^-Ft^t^^' # aft 

ferrzir^Fu^i 

3TofT (2004): RF ^T§^T t^F^T 3F FFT^T £ 3ft 3FF^ ^Rlfe Ft #F3Ft ^ g|TF 
k )c h ^FriT ^rfct 1 ^ # <rlHl?t 3f ^rft3TT if <Hs|^ tlcfl cHIcfl ft I cj£l 3Ft ^cfrccfiT RT 
if^FTSTH' ^rife ffeRT RFcTt ff| f^Mt % f^T FTHFff #7 ^F WT 
f^^rar iaf afk rf Ft ^wfct ^ftr ?rt rt %ftht ^Rcfr £i 3TRt 

3FF£T # o=RTT HtF 3TTcTT oR TT^T feTFRT CT^hST 3FT# U ^TR Ft oFTcIT 

ft oft f^T 3RT% chTcH d I^chill3^ 3 tT oTRRcf F^" k lc h ff^lf^cfr icflfclold 3lT ?t 

O 

3thft srrtr ^frft Efw hfff i f^ eft witIfff 3t^trt #r arrgrar 
3^T%feTFIFFFTF^f chKMlfd FftiTFT Ui-HIIFl l^iclel (CSR) chft)d<fid ^cTTcTT§"I 

$cf4t (2009) ffeJT IFF cTF^t % t5T^ 3=T wf % ^Tt # I Fft 3FFf 

Ff ^nfoRft fT lo-ioiid hi<t| %fcfF cftFfrfofciRfr oftcftIfi It^r?t uch fcsjc iff cft 

<FTe1 ot oTIcfr |f 3ffr TIcT if FFI ct? 2 JT cRT 3FOT ^Rcft |fI 

^ft 3ftT «i«i 0^(2010): FF I )c h FFFcf ^ofcT ^T f^ho-<H |f oft <^<f) 3ftT sj<sicH^<r|l<H 
#7 Ft Ftrtft # fotF'dfr FT 3fT£nff?rft| ^5Ffr TT^T TRTT^- R=3TT Fte^T ^FT ^rtFTT ^1 
GjGjcH^^FTJT # ddlif if dlTcj ft <H<hs|£ 3TPTT F3TT k'-Fi 3Hl HI-3-1 Id I d^<Fi FtcIT (f 3ffT 
3if k lc h si'M s|K if <^di <^t dl'chfl fi-lHcfl |f I HF 5 id siK ft el chi M^l^d i-dli 
Ftddt A ^ToT it RfeRT %3, F3RT, ^Tf^T 3lk t?Hlc|f?d % ^tf^PRRT ^ft f^JRTT 

O C 

^RTTl’l 

cra-ift 2014 # fccfrar Ft ^ ttrftoRT^i ^f strh% 

o 

13 FTTet # eTF^T % W>^ ^TTRT ^ft f^Rsflcff' ^ fot'-H'^T 3T^'i u l 3f\J ^'HTF^R 

FFTT t\ f^R ?f ZUtt % FtRW % FcfTTr ^t ^TTRTT oTTcTT ^ 3Ff% 

FTJTlioRF <Hlo-i)dl #T 3FTFTR 3R TSTT ^FTT JTttoT ^Tft HScj^ #T FTT^T 

o x o' 
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#FFT to cTt cfr to TT^kTT^I to aiclcT: ^rftcTT t^^fccT % tofaR # to 

totoi 

w tor tor (2015) to jrfto tor tor to sto to # 

^rto §■ fto^r qto to titt ttt^t ftot ^ to mr ^t ^trtt it to ftoto 
TO-^to ftot t\ to tot t to cjto frt ton £rftor to Tfto fto 
# toroq^rr 3to Itto 3to 3tor to to^rr #r fto to It 1 

otrtt tot # srmr (2017) fto=r # to ^rrrototo ctot to ^Fto toto to 

o 

t \to totot to cTorr^r # tor arr tor jt to^ ?r^r # toto toft £ toinr 

o 

^t cRT TO to tol'f eT toeR let ^to #T fto 3TTOT 3TTcft ft I 

tor 3TT5T (2017): TO torto ton ft I ^ 1947 #T qto?zr # gitto^F toFT 

tot to^rrtoRi tot Iti to tot to to tort to ^ ^to % to- totor 
to ft tor antot ^ tor to to qrr ^ptt *tt to antor % ^ 

3TITcT to mt^RTR to toff tocto' 3R oTTcft ft I 
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qit-2 


?Rzfr errt *r armfr^T t\ 3R ^ ftoqff 

o 

# 3TT oZRizfr 3fp 3W3# # RE^T £F$T5fT t^R 3fE& te^TT dt 3RcT f 
RT ^dl^d uUdl 3^ cbl<H dRo} die) f^Rfr dt^ft? d4-R ZTT diTol1"c!.Rld<r| <r|^| 
3RJT^I f3T>B% ^FRnTf^H%3qt^FT q dT&4#d cT^f^RTd 3FR T$ 
oH I el {? I 

z^-efjp^t^n^mr£f^r*#f^tr r^rt WraFffeer rt iRf-td 

o 

dfe-cb d£l ch|<H ch<<r| dloTl 40 'did <£t k ,c h TTt^Fd’ d^H ^T (? oft 3ld<r| fojdRfl ?t 
toRl'i'd TTdT3=t cRFZcRTTRFRRT^'§'dTf "d aif^zjt 3Rclt f?I 

^f^Tu ^ cba--aH^ qtor # ^jfr ^ ^MRritfr zffd- # r^ST ^t rr? |i 3fr 
qiteito zj^r ^frut fr? # fr fFT-amrd grt ^nrtr £ aft? far 
?llc$l ^Z cr||cH '-K 14 dIcH #T chJH 3£T ?t ER ZjRJF^fT cf? dl^ ^ cH<H I, 3TTaTT §HMd 
dR^r arm - §TRcfr^r R^rzzft #r fr^ RcfRizR ^fr cfcfr |i arzy^r ^t dTR # 
dd^ cTl<H d t/dl ^tT vd<r<H f^RTT aft? H k"l ^Z 3ld Iddi ZRfR oTT^ ^Z did 20 did ^T 

O 

33? ?t er €idi<^ #r f^nr ^n^r-aiH'di^ £{ Rd 3zr @r dtdT 3R stott i 

o 

clifcldl R? aTTf^c|Z dd^lc^l ^ diK u l c!. !"*}■> I ^Tfll<dK d<r|<r|l f^H 3iHo-Tl <H3-d£ 
f{ sRfr ERlfr sffR #7 dcTRT ^ZTT^RT #Z ^ ?T ^ET f^ZTT 3TRT 3lk 3RToT 5 dTR 

x O 

felt ^ ^ c^dUdl # ^RR ytTT ^RRT dEf^ ?T f^t f^[ f^fTR3? ^TT 

o 

1^5h^c ^r^3?3Tfr cHdlcll ^ ^ f^T 3RT^r f^RTT | 

^f^ZR? ^ZR" 2000 d^ci d 1^. 3fE^ dI^T-dIchOi d-Tl EfTofT fcl k J 3lt did 

o 

f^zu^TdT^i f^fr dTR ?r ^ftdT ^r srTORcfr ^-czn-qi? dzrrzn 
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^RTT mi 3TT TTfRT ftT ?3000-?5000 mJTT mT 3Rft mY&m# ftT ftft ftT 

aftc ^reftr Yr 3 tt miRftrsYftftr A fter t^r ftr mr ^rt, w aftr 

fftFcTT ^Rfrar ftcfT m I ftFTT 5 TfTcT cim RcRT T^TI 3Tlft mm m?m fttTcT ft 

Yr 3mftr armfr mmt mT mi* firm ftYcHHi ?rm ^arr i 

o o *3 

hiv qif^ r f^cf (tr^r) «frmfr 3fk gfifor ftfi^i 

TUeT 2006 # TO % RRT T7RT ftftT YT ymfftT ftmi fftftT ftfRT ft 
ftfftm (25) aftc 3TP£T TTT^fT 3HRIT3T (17) mT HIV ftfcT ROT| 3R 3T1|R m?T ftf 
fcftft fttft ft miRT f*TmT JHH'H'sl ftY RTT^ftt mi ftf^mR ftfc7 ft ftfftdT ftT 
ftftfftci aftr ?i£a-iraf ftr qYYftrfftcr arrm aftr 3ftf mftftr 3mftr<n miftr ftr rrt 
rttr ftr mftri hiv £ Rrf^TcT ?rRTRr ftr fttft ftr mmrfftm ft mr-ftremr m^r 
fftmRfftm aftr3mmTTmrmryfftlftn fftrcrr rt mmi ^rranrrYrmmmrftrmr 

?l$'<Hl'sH' ft VT YmY Tt?R R SfrR W*Rr>'< arqftt f^MY ft mi* R^TT 

o o 

ftrfftftfFlRrfftmi 31>il<Hrll ft ^WJ[ ftmrYf fftftY ft 3TlftT R3R Rft ftT aftr 

frr mirm ^ ftfftm ft ftr m rn^ft 3Rft amm i^ft ft arqftT mmft fjh^ti 

*3 O 

^TT fttTR ftlY> ftT <Hlcnfftd ft ^ Yl % cTTcRT ft Ylfcldl afYl STlft TTT^T mft 
Trftr 25 Rftftftf ftr aRfttmfe Yrmrr m*ft ft fftm m^rar fftmi fftnft mnm 

c\ 

f^rft Yr 4 3 tfr Rftftm ftr hiv ftr ftrmn ft mfr affi irftf-Trcr 3ftf ftrft Yr rrm 
mr f^m ^imi tott ^ YYtm mr btcr Yt fcRT f^m aftr 3^ftr 
t^mRftcT ftt t^R rpetr cYftfr ft ftm mi r m^ft mT fYr?^ fftmi 
?rrrt Yr 3Rft xjm 3frmR ngo ftr motfftR ftm^Yr ftf^r fftm 1 

ftftm ft maim fft arrar dm aRft 11 rtr ft rRr gft ft ftYYmr Yr anft RmYr 
Rarar aftr rirr Yrmfr gftft ft f^r mw fftm *Yi ftr rra ft mmm^T 
armY mr Yftrft ftr aii^fecfl mrt aftr ftm umrse mft Yr mrcfr ^ 1 m^ftm 

o o 
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A 3Tf^r ararafe A % usfsr % aaror ar^TOrot cttt 

o1l<r| cllc^l ^-chdl ?t klcl^r i^cHl<rl % fcT^T k ,c b H^rr^Tot ^Tfr-TTO 1^3 h|41 ^I 
ttor #r wAt A TOrf tot ^jA % 3tt?tot ?r amroR eft 

2000+ ^TOT 3^" A f^TT TO3T TOcfr I 

§rf^3T A aror tm ^ ^r 'toI^t #rt ^AfA % f^nr to ?Wt 

^7T TORT W^RfT | ^AfA 3TOT ^0TT 1% ^PTFfT #T # Tf^RFT # 

U>h irpiT^fc^cTi ^ A f^pT qrtf §fr toto arTO ttoIT ftarRT tot ^TOTlrf 

affr to % #ftt cp£tf # TOrfrle or rt fpaifr tt tot # f^rf^r # qf^r 

v coo 

^r oteTO” AA? 3fr czif^a ^t to^tt tot£ ?r£r anr* f i 

arrar ^rofrrofr #r tort afk TOt qfcr A % 3ror arifc qrt qfr 
TO TOR to ts - f^n t\ ^ t%tt A tot to t|t ^rt % arroir 

o 

TOR 85 Tt 90 yfcRTcT #RT cT^ TRlt PhR # c^TSTTTO aftl TOTO TO 

**- <\ N <\ 

3'q^'3T TOrT f | cRTTefr Tt qt?1R ^tTO TOR % aRTOT TOP ^ aif<HHTf<T PTTTOcR 

o o 

tort ark cfrU^fr kro tor §fr tRt f^rr jh %-TOrotr krona# A ^Ajj k 

cH d 13T3T 99 PTfcRTcT kchhl cjcbk % TOT 33T% qkoTcT ^°h k lc b!3d. {? | 

TT#3T TORTT 

o o 

26 June, 2019 
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